THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

ranean. Every effort was made by our Government
to deal with this grave threat to our security. The
Royal Air Force were called upon to help. They
did so promptly and effectively* Not only were the
Sunderland flying boats, Hudsons and Ansons of
the Coastal Command active, as always, along the
shipping routes, conveying merchant vessels, hunt-
ing U-boats and engaging hostile aircraft, but our
Bomber Command, too, took a direct part in the
operations against both the submarines and the sea-
going aircraft. Its bombers struck a series of heavy
blows  at the bases  from which both operated,
Lorient,   Cherbourg,   Brest,   Merignac   were  re-
peatedly bombed. So, too, were the shipbuilding
yards in Germany where the submarines were con-
structed. The reduction in the rate of tonnage sunk
in the closing weeks of 1940 was due, no doubt, in
part to the damage inflicted in these recurrent raids.
Yet the danger still remained and will be intensified,
in all probability, in 1941. It is perhaps for us the
greatest danger of all those that encompass us.
Air Bases in German-occupied Territories
The targets attacked in German-occupied terri-
tories included also the aerodromes from which the
German bombers set forth on their nightly raids
against this, country. These were a principal objec^
tive of the Bomber Command of the Ak Force in the
^i^umn of 1940* One particularly successful opera-
tion was carried out by powerful bomber formations
during the night of December 6. It was directed
against air bases in Jrance and the Low
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